Berman & Associates

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
123 West Main Street, Suite M-08
Durham, NC 27701
Telephone (919) 683-2458 Gary K. Berman

Fax (919) 682-3821 hspeakup@gmail.com
Lace L.W. Bullock
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26 August 2025 sl

Larry D. Hall
larryhall29@jicloud.com

Mr. Stanley Ford, Board Chair

Cumberland/ County Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Committee
P.O.Box 111

Fayetteville, North Carolina 28302-0111
Subject: Cease and Desist
Dear Mr. Ford:

On behalf of current and former members of the Cumberland County Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Committee, hereby formally request-that you cease and desist from actions that
are in contravention of the bylaws of this organization. This request is made in light of the
following specific instances of malfeasance or failure to act in compliance with the letter
and spirit of the by-laws:

1. Failure to conduct and/or file financial audits or have in a timely manner.

2. Failure to have the requisite officers, including a Secretary and Treasurer. Sect.

4.03.01

Failure to provide adequate notice of meetings. Sect. 4.07.02

Failure to provide timely financial and committee reports.

5. Failure to transparently administer the grant funds for the Spiral Provided by the
state, county, and city“to facilitate timely completion per grant terms.

o

Due to these failures to comply with the requirements under the constitution, you are
jeopardizing and have jeopardized the completion of the Spiral Project and the public
confidence in the organization. Additionally, these actions have created potential officers
and directors liability claims against the organization due to the potential handling of
funds. Several irregular actions have been taken regarding the funds, and several instances
of unauthorized and unexplainable activity have occurred, leaving open the question of
whether the funds have been spent appropriately on the specified items authorized.



In response to these issues, we are requesting the following actions:

1. Thatyou surrender &/or suspend your leadership of the organization.

2. Thatimmediate elections be held, as there is no verification that current officers are
in valid terms in violation of the bylaws.

3. Thatyou schedule animmediate meeting to bring forward all reports regarding the
Spiral monument and its completion, including all architectural, construction, and
permit information, as well as any contracts regarding the services provided. This
will allow the board to inspect, review, and take appropriate action to keep the
project on schedule.

4. Thatyou provide all financial and operational records of all standing committees to
all organizational members for referral to financial and performance audit.

We trust that you will take these requests seriously and act in the best interest of the
organization and its members. Execute these required actions by September 5, 2025
may resultin legal action.

Sincerely,

D Bl

Atty. Larry D. Hall

CC: Current/Former Members

Cumberland County Commission
Fayetteville City Council

Cumberland County Legislative Delegation
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